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AGENDA

1. Overview of GEMA AI activities

2. Exercising the right to opt-out

3. GEMA licence model

4. AI lawsuit against Open AI

5. AI lawsuit against Suno Inc.



2022-2025: Exercising the 

right to opt-out

January 2024: GEMA and 

SACEM publish a study on "AI 

and music"

September 2024: GEMA is the 

first collecting society 

worldwide to present its AI 

licensing model

November 2024: GEMA 

presents its AI Charter which 

defines ten principles for a fair 

and sustainable interaction 

between human creativity and 

generative AI

November 2024: GEMA is the 

first collecting society 

worldwide to sue an AI 

provider, specifically OpenAI

January 2025: GEMA sues 

another AI provider: Suno AI

May 2022: GEMA General 

Meeting: Granting of the right 

to opt out
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1. Machine-readable?

2. Where?

• Location-based?

3. How? 

• Asset-based?

EXERCISING THE RIGHT TO OPT-

OUT?





04.04.2025 Comments on GEMA vs. OpenAI and GEMA vs. SUNO, Dr. Julia Niebler-Kaiser 6

GEMA VS. OPENAI

Objective

 Securing royalties for authors and music publishers whose works are

used by AI models and  systems

 Enforcing GEMA‘s licensing model for AI models and systems

 Building pressure for action for an appropriate legal framework vis-à-vis 

European and national legislation

Status of proceedings

 Filed against OpenAI Ireland Ltd and OpenAI LLC on 13 November at 

Munich Regional Court

 Complaint has been served -> awaiting defence filing from OpenAI

Subject

 Numerous works from GEMA‘s original repertoire obviously used for

training ChatGPT

 The complaint only concerns the graphic rights (i.e. the lyrics in written 

form)

Copyright infringements

 Unauthorized reproduction and communication to the public of the

original lyrics, without obtaining the necessary licences

 Unauthorized adaption/ alteration of original works

 Violation of the general right to personality
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GEMA VS. SUNO INC.

Objective

 Securing royalties for authors and music publishers whose works are

used by AI models and  systems

 Enforcing GEMA‘s licensing model for AI models and systems

 Building pressure for action for an appropriate legal framework vis-à-

vis European and national legislation

Status of proceedings

 Filed against Suno Inc. on 21 January at Munich Regional Court

 Complaint is currently being served in the US -> awaiting defence

filing from Suno Inc.

Subject

 Numerous works from GEMA‘s original repertoire obviously used for

training Suno‘s AI model

Copyright infringements

 Unauthorized reproduction and communication to the public, without

obtaining the necessary licences

 No neighbouring rights involved
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